[Operational management in our hospice ward-from the viewpoint of supporting a patient's recuperation at home].
Although many terminally ill cancer patients desire to receive medical treatment in palliative care units(PCUs or hospices), very few patients are actually able to receive such treatment. Our aim is to provide palliative care to as many people as possible. We have practiced palliative care in general wards and prioritized care according to the patient's prognosis on admission to our hospice. From April 2007 to March 2011, 87% patients were admitted to our hospital in accordance with their wishes. By adequate management of hospital wards, including PCUs, and unitizing the health resources of the area, terminally ill cancer patients may be able to spend more time at home prior to hospitalization.